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The Unusual Suspects 
Who is God choosing to change a nation? 

Here i am... 

In this Issue: 
 
Warrior Angels (3-4) 
An interview with Linda Eccles and Bev 
#Ï×ÌÅÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÉÎ 
Pulrose Methodist Church, and how they 
ÁÒÅ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÉÔ ÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ Ȭ7ÈÙ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ 
ÍÅȩȭ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇȦ 
 

Gideon 300 update (5) 
7ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÉÎ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÙÅÁÒȢ 
 

Re:vision (6) 
Our workshops for partner churches (and 
ÏÔÈÅÒÓɊȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å 
ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÅÙȭÌÌ ÂÒÉÎÇȢ 
 

412 Leader Training (7) 
Equipping a fresh generation. 
 

Open the Book (8) 
News about this simple and effective 
way to serve schools. 
 

SUMT Leadership Course (9) 
About the course, who its for, and why 
we run it. 
 

School Groups (10) 
Why we do them, who comes, and their 
possibilities. 
 

Diary Dates (11) 

those open-door 

opportunities to bring 
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and most will answer 

something along the lines 
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skills, abilities, looks, 

money, intellect, status or 
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is simply faith.  When he 

opens the door, do we walk 

through? 

 
This issue of our newsletter 

focuses on some of the 

people walking through 

those doors, we hope it 

inspires you to do more of 

the same.   

 
May you look back in the 

years to come and know 

that you too had the 

courage to get in the car. 

We know in our 

heads that God wants 

to use ordinary 

people like us to do 

his work, but in all 

honesty, for most of 

us that means 

ordinary people 

like ... other people. 

 
In the first Transformers 

film, Bumble Bee (a car 

that transforms into a giant 

robot) opens his door for 

the two young heroes to 

get in.  The girl hesitates, 

but then the boy says the 

fantastic line which is 

something likeɂȭ$ÏÎ
ȭÔ ÙÏ

Õ 

want to look back at this 

moment, and know you 

had the courage to get into 

ÔÈÅ Ã
ÁÒȩȭ 
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position of seeing people 

from all different 

denominations taking 
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Pulrose Methodist Church has sat surrounded by the 
fantastic re-generation of housing on the estate it serves 
for a number of years now, and as the physical area receives a 

much needed change, it seems that the life of the church is 
experiencing a regeneration of its own!  We talk to Linda Eccles and 
Bev Cowley about how they feel about it all. 

Alex: Hi Linda, hi Bev, tell 

meɂthere are lots of 

children here at Pulrose 

Methodist churchɂmore 

than the adults!  Can you 

tell me how it started? 

Linda:  The children came 

in to see what was going 

on one Sunday, there 

was some shouting to 

start with, but the 

ÃÏÎÇÒ
ÅÇÁÔÉ

ÏÎ ÓÁ
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you come in, you come 

ÉÎȱ - and some of them 

did!  Four children in 

particular. 

Alex:  How long did that go 

on for? 

Linda: About 6 months. 

Alex: So how did you get 

involved, because you 

ÄÏÎȭÔ
 ×ÏÒÓ

ÈÉÐ È
ÅÒÅȟ 
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you? 

Linda:  No, I worship with 

Promenade.  David 

Shirtliff put a notice in 

the newsletter, asking 

for help, and after some 
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Wednesday night, and I 

enter Pulrose Methodist 
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now, but just moments 

earlier a group of 

children had been there 

for PULSE, led by Bev 

Cowley and Linda Eccles 

(among others).  Linda 

and Bev come over to 

me so that I can ask 

them some questions.  

 At first glance, they 

ÄÏÎȭÔ
 ÌÏÏË
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stereotype of a youth 

workerɂboth older 

ladies, neither is 

wearing a hoodie, or 

skateboarding, and 

neither have any 

ÔÁÔÔÏ
ÏȭÓ ɉ

ÁÓ ÆÁ
Ò ÁÓ 

) ÃÁÎ
 

tell), but both are doing 

great work here in 

Pulrose.  I ask the 

opening question, and 

see where the 

conversation will go. 

considerable nudges 

from God, I finally came 

along to help here.  That 

was one and a half years 

ago now! 

Alex:  And Bev, how did 

you get involved? 

Bev: Well, Linda said what 

she was doing, I saw 
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just kept bothering me.  
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come and give you a 
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I said it, I was nervous, 

but the children were so 

different to what I was 

used to! 

Alex : Was it a challenge? 

Bev: Yes, but also really 

humbling that we could 

make a real difference to 

these children. 

Linda: I had no real 

experience either, so it 

was a big step, but we 

just love the children, 

accept them and see 

Warrior Angels at Pulrose Methodist 
An interview with Linda Eccles and Bev Cowley 
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them for who they are. 

Alex:  And did it just take 

off straight away? 

Linda: I remember the first 

week I tried to talk about 

God, and one said, 
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open now.  It took a 

while to get going too.  

The first week no one 

came at all.  The second 

week it snowed and we 

had to cancel it.  The 

third week we had nine 

children, and now we 

normally get about 10-15 

children at the club. 

Alexȡ  3Ï
ȟ ×ÈÁ

ÔȭÓ 0
5,3%ȩ

 

Bevȡ  )Ô
ȭÓ Á 

ÄÒÁÍÁ
 ÇÒÏÕ

Ð 

with space for a talk on 

something spiritual, and 

we always finish in 

prayer.  They can opt in 

to stay for the end, and 

some do. They are still 

really challenging. 

Alex:  And if you could give 

a piece of advice to 

anyone thinking of 

working with a group of 

ÃÈÉÌÄ
ÒÅÎ ×

ÈÏ ÁÒ
ÅÎȭÔ 

ÆÒÏÍ 

a background involving 

church, what would you 

say? 

As we leave the building, 

nothing stops for Linda, 

who joins me and some 

team for a quick bite to 

eat before we race to St. 
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Children and Young 
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meeting. 

If you would like to get 

involved in the Sunday 

night, or Wednesday 

evening work at Pulrose 

ɉÙÏÕ 
ÄÏÎȭÔ

 ÅÖÅÎ
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 ÔÏ Â
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a Methodist!), please do 

ÌÅÔ Õ
Ó ËÎÏ

×ȟ ÁÎ
Ä ×Åȭ

ÌÌ ÐÁ
ÓÓ 

on your details.  

)Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ opportunities to serve, why not think 
about YBɂthe Youth Bus?  Managed by Adrian Porter, the Youth 

Bus travels around predominantly the South of the Island on a week-
by-×ÅÅË ÂÁÓÉÓȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÁÎ ecumenical charity, and the aim is simply to 
ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á ÓÁÆÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÓÁÆÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ )ÓÌÁÎÄȭÓ 
ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÕÓÅȢ  ,ÉËÅ ÁÔ 0ÕÌÒÏÓÅ 05,3% ÃÌÕÂȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 
ethos on the bus, and the charity are always looking for more people 
to partner with them in staffing its needs.  Get in touch with us, and 

×ÅȭÌÌ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ×ÁÙ. 

Bev:  Be totally open 

minded. 

Linda:  And be flexible. 

Bev:  Oh yes, you have to 

want to have fun along 

with the children, and 

you have to be really 

down to earth about 

things. 

Alex:  How has being part 

of this changed you as a 

person? 

Lindaȡ  7Å
ÌÌ ÉÔ

ȭÓ ÄÅ
ÆÉÎÉÔ

ÅÌÙ 

increased my faith in 

God!  He is the one who 

makes a way and makes 

you able to do it. 

Bev:  I had a little wobble a 

while back and thought I 

could just walk away, but 

God showed me that this 

ÉÓ ×È
ÅÒÅ )

ȭÍ ÍÅ
ÁÎÔ Ô

Ï ÂÅȢ
  

I just love it!   I love the 

children, and we have 

lots of hope for the 

future here. 

Alex:  ,ÉÎÄ
Áȟ "Å

Öȟ ÉÔ
ȭÓ ÂÅ
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fascinating talking to 

you, thanks for 
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ÔÈÉÎÇ

 ÙÏÕȭ
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here, and we pray that 

God will continue to 

bless you. 
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Gideon 300 update 
Where are we up to with our goal of 300 regular givers? 

of jeans, for some a sand-

wich from Subway, but 

every  amount is precious 

to us, and we want to say a 

huge thank you to you 

ÆÁÉÔÈ
ÆÕÌ '

ÉÄÅÏÎ
ȭÓȢ  

 

 
You know who you are. 

 
We chose the story of 

Gideon because with just 

300 men, Gideon saw off a 

huge army set to invade an 

innocent country.  That 300 

gave what they felt able, 

and God used that to bring 

about a great victory for his 

Since we launched 

the Gideon 300 idea, 

two newsletters ago, 

we have now reached 

the grand total of 55 

regular givers to the 

work of SUMT. 

 
Those 55 (5 since the last 

newsletter in the summer) 

give to us regularly a little 
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the price of a DVD each 
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people. 

 
If you think you would like 

to become one of our 

Gideon 300, please fill in 

ÔÈÅ Æ
ÏÒÍ Ô

ÈÁÔȭÓ
 ×ÉÔÈ

 ÔÈÉÓ
 

letter, and send it back to 

us. 

 
Also, if you know of some-

one else that you think 

might be interested, please 

pass this and the leaflet on 

to them. 


